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Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner in charge of the above- 
captioned case, patents and publications that may be relevant to the examination of the 
above-captioned patent application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of the first 
Office Action on the merits, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1) and/or (b)(3). 

The Examiner is invited to review the full disclosure of the listed documents for 
an independent evaluation of the pertinence of the documents to the invention claimed 
in the above-captioned application. 



A PTO Form-1449 is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 

P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
Telephone: (312)321-4200 
Facsimile: (31 2) 321 -4299 



Respectfully submitted, 





StefJnanie J. F^cetty 
Registration No. 50,814 
Attorney for Applicants 
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